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Week 6 Discussion 1: Ethical Issues in My Proposed Study
In the design phase of my study, ethical issues may arise from the selection of an appropriate research design that aligns with the methodology and the aims of the research. For instance, in my study, a phenomenological research design will be more appropriate since it is suitable for explaining different experiences of a particular phenomenon among the study subjects (Adams & Van Manen, 2017). As such, in my qualitative study which will analyze the lack of financial education among African Americans, I will maintain coherence across the phenomenological research design, the methodologies used and the research objectives. In the data collection stage of my research, ethical issues may arise from the risk for emotional harm whenever the subjects elaborate on any uncomfortable encounters while responding to the questions (Bloor et al., 2010). Also, emotional damage may be done when respondents hear about other displeasing experiences from other subjects (Bloor et al., 2010). Therefore, I will allow the respondents to avoid answering any questions which may make them feel uncomfortable. Also, I will accept the responsibility for any harm due to this research.
Additional significant ethical issues will be about ensuring the privacy and confidentiality of the subjects. Since the research will be qualitative, the subjects may reveal personal data when elaborating their experiences. As such, the participants’ responses will not be exposed to any other person. Also, the interviews will be tape-recorded and replayed to the subject to ensure that any personal information is excluded. The recorders and other gadgets used in acquiring data will have a passcode to prevent anyone else from accessing crucial information about the subjects. At the analysis stage of my study, ethical issues may arise from biased interpretations of the results. Therefore, I will present my findings to other experts for objective analysis to identify any bias or other mistakes made during the research. Additional ethical at the analysis stage include the selection of an appropriate approach to coding to categorize the findings from the study. As such, I will select an inductive approach since this will be consistent with the need to identify the causes of financial illiteracy among African Americans.
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